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aws_access_key_id = YOUR_ACCESS_KEY_ID
aws_secret_access_key = YOUR_SECRET_ACCESS_KEY
region_name = YOUR_REGION_NAME

; polly S&olAE A
polly = boto3.client('polly")

n:°1'

P d2E g

; =
text = "URIF, FIECRIVEIT,
; polly qlZlo] stk wjziM4= A
response = polly.synthesize_speech(
OutputFormat="mp3',
Text=text,
Voiceld='Zhiyu'

;e 24 94Y A%
file = open('output.mp3', 'wb')
file.write(response['AudioStream'].read())

file.close ()
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=2t ‘AtZA" G She(1886)2f Heart of Darkness(1899)2
FHH WAL
7R (AMIH)
=to| ‘A SA’ ZE: she (1886) 2t Heart of Darkness (1899) 2] XH| @17
=Xt

. ME: id & XtSH ¢47]
II. ClO|H M2|&&4 Z=T#: R, Voyant Tools
lIl. HIO|E| £ 1: Cluster Analysis
2: Sentiment Analysis
3: Contrastive and Keyword Analysis
V. Z2: 99| 2l 51

=<
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=5to| ‘ASA’ ZAE: she (1886) 2t Heart of Darkness (1899) 2] 2&{H| @1

- ME: HiE R ASH 27|

H. Rider Haggard®} Joseph Conrad
“The popular writer and the serious writer”

- AN mF SHE ot el
» Conrad, on Haggard “Too horrible for words”

* Hunter (1983) “deliberate choice to parallel and even parody the best-selling
Rider Haggard novel She”

» Character parallel, thematic semblance, genre category...

=to| ‘KISH’ ZS: she (1886) 2t Heart of Darkness (1899) 2| 2={H|m o1

I ME: 88 ® XSH 2471

» Background Corpora

Corpus Name Time period Description text # Layer
By Haggard 71 24|
1 All published novels (1890~1920) 1890~1920 26
By Conrad
2 British Adventure Novels 29 EHEH 25|
3 British Domestic Novels 32 |E-EEZX ZH|
4 The Corpus of Late Modern English Text Third group | “Balanced” of genre, 146 AlCHE 27
(CLMET) v.3.0 (1850~1920) | style, writer status =
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II. CIo|E| X2|&EM Z2%: R, Voyant Tools

Projeet About~  SearchandBrowse~  Help~
Gulgntmg Quick search Donation _payeat

* R, Voyant Tools

° Proj et G uten berg Project Gutenberg » 70,330 free eBooks » 79 by Joseph Conrad

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

e ¢ L L L L €

Download This eBook

Format @

Read this book online: HTMLS

Read this book online: HTML (as submitted)
EPUB3 (E-readers incl. Send-to-Kindle)
EPUB (no images)

Kindle

older Kindles

Plain Text UTF-8

More Files.

Similar Books

) Beaders also downloaded...

Size

240 kB

248 kB

143 k8

143 kB

269 kB

258 kB

232kB

Q ]
¥} L a
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(¥} L %
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=ote| ‘KISH’ Z4&: she (1886) 2 Heart of Darkness (1899) 2] 2=H| @i
Il. CIO|E] &4 1: Cluster Analysis

1. Oeuvre

2. Adventure Genre

3. Domestic Genre
A) default, B) two more novels

4. CLMET
A) default, B) two more novels

* MFW (Most Frequent Word) data
as meaningful cue to stylistics

* She and HoD not in a tight ‘cluster’
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=6te| ‘KISA’ ZAS: she (1886) 2 Heart of Darkness (1899) ] 2&{H| @i
Ill. GIOJE| &4 2: Sentiment Analysis

1. She and HoD

* Genre
2. With Adv
3. With Dom

Writer Style
4. She over two writers
5. HoD over the two

No S. Pattern for Genre

She, “More C than H”

Dom Corpus with Rolling Means

Figure 12. (L) HoD against Haggard.
Figure 13. (R) HoD against Conrad.

T T T T T
0.0 0.2 0.4 06 08

Narrative Time

—E'_-%_!'_Ql Tl‘%&" %5.;1 She (1886) 2} Heart of Darkness (1899) 2| 2F=iH| 119171
Ill. GIOJE| & 3: Contrastive and Keyword Analysis

Craig's Zeta

» Contrastive Analysis (Craig’s Zeta Test) g,

to extract keywords
- She with Adv, HoD with Adyv,

and She with HoD yields the same

* Relative frequency of Keywords

at Voyant Tools to compare with S.A.

B8 Dorurmunt o
® said

70
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=6te| ‘KISA’ ZAS: she (1886) 2 Heart of Darkness (1899) ] 2&{H| @i

Ill. GIOJE| &4 3: Contrastive and Keyword Analysis

uuuuuuuuuuuuu 5 “R"l‘l;-'tnzen emgn“A
- NegatorsA When K & S.A.V

Beaut‘y' ~ S.A.

Ayesha =/= Beautyt

- O = N O o . N
O B SE B B B B W
' -
-aaemmm wm o m ]
HOE E EE O EE . Emm

Figure 17. She beauty words Figure 20. HoD  Kurt7]
Figure 18. She_ Ayesha*+she+her* Figure 21. HoD_ @negative

=to| ‘KISH’ ZS: she (1886) 2t Heart of Darkness (1899) 2| 2={H|m o1

V. ZE: 2|9 I oA

o SliE A= LEE 20l 22| 87| H EME H5H0] SHte t'I*_14 ZE20| =50
Xt 5tX| gfon, Cgt 2st H|w °1-'r10l| HE Itstt EH0| ES MAISt E A5t

£ ASH2ENMO| 9|9|F 21X} SHCt,
« CAN'T make a definitive close-reading conclusion or value judgement:
* Is HoD/Conrad “better” than She/Haggard?

* Are She/HoD to be deemed as “similar”?
e.g. Worth belonging to a new category of genre? (Tabachnick, 2013)

* CAN complicate the widely accepted assumption
+ provide a perspective as the entrance of a new exploration
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Everything is a Text, There is Nothing Outside Context

TS (AMITH)

twitter as play

ocial media as 3omplication and agfitllation of the derridean intertext

3/30/2023
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literature:

at body of works which—for whatever reason—deserves to he preserved as |

part ‘of thi: current reproduction of meanings within a given cu}tz.l:ﬁe {unlike
aper, which belongs in the dis "

- Oxford Dictionary of Literary Tevmsd

|
what makes the work “literary” is not just that it

's“gooch” butihatltls hiswnaai" the ling
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ho decides which texts are well-crafted enough?
hose history are we telling? is it really necessary for a
ext to be all that in order to be meaningful and usefal?

he central idea of a “craft” also implies a certain
ramework in which a text is related to its own meaning]

¢ “structure” in literary structuralism refers to the
histories and canons of genres, literary devices. and
traditions within which eur literary texts find a place,

ithe idea that the text
inside of 1t, and that the

texts contain a meaming, and what that
and how it's conveyed, makes it worth

3/30/2023
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ve must pet rid of this idea of a “final meaning™

encoded mto a text by thi ] _ll:poWe_rﬁil"aqthor,
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|8

ie “meaning” of one instance of a text being read
is not solcly cvoked by one guy, but the various
cultural experiences culminated in the reader’s as
shie reads the text

thercfore, there is no wrong conclusion to reach-about

he meaning of a text, because we can’t di ish and
place rankings on the infinite possible meanings a text
can have based on the context against which a reader
experiences it

3/30/2023
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since every text can be read in possibly infinite

amounts of ways, we cannot say one text is more
important than the other.

'
-

P

why do we study texts?
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since there is nothing inherent to a text that makes it
Imore useful than another, a text is anyvihing that we
can derive meaning from

meaning is not contained within a text, but in the
space between texts, our lived expeniences included)
iy fext can be a catalyst for meaning.

3/30/2023
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diffcrent ways by different people in different

cifcumstances, more instances of meaning are

analysis:

in the context of deconstruction, what we do when we

conduet literary analysis is to take one instance of

meaning being made, and turning thar into a text of its
own, which can now be used to make more meaning,

3/30/2023
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e able to confirm or visualize that texts and
ing d at way, it's Just an inferesting

“gvarythingis a text”
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@M CNN Breaking News @ just like derrida’s text, tweets have
k no historicity. no stable context

|
|

'n Home

Q  Profile

=

This Tweet has been deleted.

e Y £ 1

‘ San Miguel Sheriff =°
lane Highway 145 mm73 at Silverpick Rd, Please use cay
emergency vehicles in the area,

s, ?@

=

1 {5 completely blocking east-bound

i and watch for

20

3/30/2023
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San Miguel Sheriff @ShenffAlert - Jan 27, 2020
arge boulder e sl t 1s compietely blocking east-bound

Iane H|ch\\ey 1—15 mm.'s at ‘ﬁ J»erph_k Rd. Please use caution and watch for
emergency vehiclas in the area,

“®s 4 [ butinstead of trying to find the true meaning of those words...

& Adam M. Sachs @AddySachs - Jan 2
wow, lock at the sizes f.hatthmg

(this person is pretending that this sentence is perfectly legibl

D 297.3x &
21
San MlgueiShcﬂﬂ BSheriffAlert - Jan 27, 2020
= the all boulder ts completely blocking east-bound
Iane Hughway 145 mm?a at Suluerpurk Rd. Please use caution and watch for
emergency vehicles in the area,
e E‘; m_w take enjoyment in every
L 4
. . Adam M. Sachs @AddySachs - Jan 2]
s
,:':,. wow, look at the sizes of that thing
{this person is pretending that this sentence is perfectly legible|
= N W Li 05
Attorney@Law @TheGlare_TM . Jan 27, 2020
Did ... did a self-conscious small boulder write this?
{(this person characterizes the -h@ulwer"i_tsnl(g
(Y on e WY )
22

11
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pERL s . ) . east-bound
(...and soon the boulder has become a character of its own.) 1 watch for

HEJust didn't grow as big as the other boulders. Stop

Attorney@Law @TheGlare_TM . Jan 27, 2020

Did ... did a self-conscious small boulder write this?
{h&mmucmmthebmﬂdﬁtmﬂrf}“
*+ 1 3 =

F s - 2 A

23

Amber waves of grain & v Sanmber_ismyna
Large boulder the size of a small boulder's

size of 3 large boulder just showead up and s3id “what did you say about my
obviously large boulder brother?71127°,

12



hannajvne
G ua-md starts popping up to create new meaning in other texts entirely...)
if i were sisyphus i would have gotten the large boulder
the size of a small boulder to the top but maybe i'm

just built different

o Chauncey Sugarsweets © Sugarswests - Apr 17
me. shitposting In ancent greecs:

*carving into stane tablet® of | were achilles | would simply protect my heel

3/30/2023
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28

wint Retwested

Royce

The C.l.Ajs using T.V.5ets as Transmiiters to Broadband Recemvers to Listen in

on Familys.To create G

Goverment Policy around the World.

@

©

m-umym ahdi ey

Faleriikubaworml) &
This mayn

...and use one text to create many others,

SENESS. ..

3/30/2023
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literature:

hat body of works which—for whatever reason—deserves to be preserved as

reproduction of meanings within a given culture (nnhke
which belongs in the disposable cate; of ephemera).

why.do we study texts?

Ciford Dictivnary of Literary Termit

e are not authors and readers, but all participants,

15
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itter is not special, but it is a tool to visualize
some of the ways meaning is changing

_90_

s Jessica O'Donnell £
Pheckyessica

how does he do this = 2021 commentary: ‘gamesiop

become an anti establishment 1ol.
‘."wlnt-._"-_'. Sep 21
if you see a man in a fawkes ma H v the highway with a sign that
says “Gamestop: Power to the P S
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@I anue struggles stan editian -

if somecne ever made a "chile struggle tweets" they'd
mever run out of content

2950 5 Thniome Twbers 344 Lk

T Al ot these ane 5277 |'m conhised Imaaoa

‘hen we can visualize the flow of
canin '

we can interrogate the implications
of how meaning is changing,
faspire collectively to correct
ipotentially harmful derivations

33

twitter-is & textusl ecosystem in a hyper-tisible,

patticipants of thit proce

17
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oh, youvve read a few academic papers on the matter?
cute. i have read over 100000 posts.
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ﬁx‘ﬂmol Al =49 A& Married
Women's Property Act (1848) o] A
o3 o] AAHA Rrf, o] B0l o] F

aglEf A=l <

soll Z&so} gt ¢lA

l=  “Under the Umbrella”- &7} o]

7:“&51

20| ofujz} Zhd

“Don 't sit there and tell me that
marriage isn 1 an economic
proposition because it is.
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| | S Ly S i
s "EEEE o 0% “Only because the schools for women are so
230] PA}7|ak] pooe?
" ojalnt 9] o] REgo] gl

o, JREL o4 w59 A

I8t Ayl $Eu]x] £3F 89, Agtels AR WA 94}

“Christmas won’t be Christmas without any
presents.” grumbled Jo, lying on the rug.

“It’s so dreadful to be poor!” sighed Meg, looking
down at her old dress.

“I don’t think 1t’s fair for some girls to have lots of
pretty things, and other girls nothing at all,” added
little Amy, with an injured sniff. (1)
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A2U-19 4o Sitoz AE9] QAFe AEA AR’ HgHes guEE
=ET A upRSTt IS WAy oA S5y uieet wieo] tiH Av], AZIRe} @AY ¥
A FF 282 AAsks A5 dleclztes 2T o2 oAUt AARA HEHA ==
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AL dola%o] Mg EQRL, Eado] Aolxt BA, Aedo] A AAYS obxlL, op
7 Hago] U4 4ad(16Y)RH Q47K Fo= 2lsidS A38sict. 12ju 34 19Y4(F)oll
Z2MAEO] Al HA| JUAL TH RO T XAtl(The Two Gentlemen of Verona)?t SEH=Z AlA]
7t ~Ealglg] o} & EAOW TAVHA] 289 AIRF2 64ol, ol 169 24 B4 o|F =1}

o
39 9o} AW WS ool & AAHO] SPRAL mpols) meAE] EAES AEe 7Hs
L xS 9]5} olaio] ]HE A& K Stewart).
SEE AEAE A WA Aolamol 5 ¢S AL 67 0150 w200 Ho] Aoigch,
0] <The Show Must Go Online> T 2AEJ} ‘Z 29 7§48 (global casting)o]] 7]g¥tstct= AtAlx}
aAl AEsAQ I Foat FAoA ZIgishy] s A= Ald. & AN 530 RS Holde
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o2etA A5 A 7He8S BAlshs Uit a5 stezA E iAo gEa £ddS AAE
t}. 32 UAIO]EE <The Show Must Go Online>o] “Alt] #& 7§28 "(gender balanced
casting), “TtAtjE Ao ZL3H(inclusion of underrepresented group), “ZE 2%0] AR ZF
o]”(participants of all levels of experience)2 A|&st= “7}x|] Z& A" (values-led) Z2AEQS
WA)st Qlon, o] Ao ZWE uta A0 olgE Lo x xjEtolwqict.

AR2 T2AEQ A A]&o] X3 =of ZF2H FjAE I ‘Zad —17_11’21 F27t R &A
A2 Bk 20209 39 192 A oAt FHlEUe] £ AR AlAtE mA

A & JE= ot &

% AR 2BE OjUAT} <wole] 912el>ef QIERe 20204 49 152 WA FBo| S0,
(The Taming of the Shrew), Yal2] 4A| 1Y y(Henry IV, Part ) T3] 4A| 2¥ «(Henry IV, Part [])
2 eAldom kel AEa|YOD], of B gatel W] AL 2574 o] o] LFHStewart).
T R AE EE AEY 20209 119 182 @, ZeAES 94Y £9F 4070 &8 AT AE
223, 607129 500 olJe] FAAMI AURAl ARLAl0] Aojsli 258 x8] £ 7|Z3BA

‘Aold F2Y AZA L5A)"(a connected and creative global commumty)i AAASHTH Myles).
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A ol ok ol FoxArt A el AdAjste’ WollM s3E, ool
17 &

ol
m|>|
e
>
)

ftlo

Ol
=
N
-

=2 o 32

rr o
ok
o2l 12 o

=

o
4 o g
o
o
kl

I rlo oh
[m]

re
> JH
)
=

[}
=)
|m

rok

jin)

la r

)
Ra)
ut, *
AN

o*
oy —
=

o

1o
B
PN )

rZ Mo
rlo
M rlo
ket
A

o
=2
T
o
H1
>
D)
re
[ >
¥ ©
. |__| 1
> ©
H
ol
o
o)
e
1>
N

>
i

ot r|r
>

2

rlo

>,

2

2

19

=

oK

uu e
|o
hu

ol 1%

oL
2
> H
Kl o

)

re
rr >
a3
N
==t
S
>
e
1o
ox.
2

ol
re
o2t
f

N
)
rlr

b

|J o
==
1
o

(@]

Da)
D)
==
m
uju
re -
N

ol
o

>
2
ol
>
ic
=
r ©
2
i}
|o
]
o
N
<
)
ot
1o
18
e
o
4
o2
ol
ok
)
i}
ol
rlo
|
o
j
jE
ol
=

ol
—_

ot b U ot oY > rR > @ o B Rk o ol ri
lu J U Ho wn |m

o rfo T
o
rO
o}
o)
=
[0}
D
=
L
o
o
o
re
i
2L
)
D)
L
rr
:|o

1 ‘\“
>l
L
~N
=)
==
_I
~
_ﬁu
NG
)
fu
_>.:
ﬂ%
é
II
_,_,
=
~

olr

o
Eorr

n

T a
staL, *JEH A /=AH/ w2/ E fz‘
S| A=

7P MAZE F3dshs ‘%Z}i%‘ (augmented reality) %%

o,
Ha
r

I
ox
rlo
[—Ol'
n
EL

MY F AL AT AFS U3 Y Bl 2oz RY Y A d
Moz A3 MY AEL FEAL E3F WY-Po L UMY F2IE dolME tiebd A3 A
ol LEOINE A AW £eUE NE BN Fllagents® WesfE WA FLol e

o2 'AY/EYY’ S

stefet= AE7he] AdAlsh 24tk AASH A7t o] fojX|= 12 %}78‘1}% 71347} ‘?inr. %ﬁx}%ﬂ
2 A2 Aol Ql7lo 2t FHo] AE7te] pAEEHo| whet APt FUT Al &
=71 71distr] =t ZF &A%lo] 2Rt FtolA 2lsidat HAg sedsliof st =7heh A
oA, & stHE ol FARrold WMol FoALY] AJMo] H|FE A 584 @48t "g/d3t DIY
7k o] Zutst (the dopey D.I.Y. exuberance, Shulman) otEA JdEo0] £A|glo] AFS-EH5HA 0]
SAAetE APo] 2 Rgfoltt. DIY 7/ 'nh wiste], BREdlo] JAIZA vle A7] W A(Jackie
Burns)7} Ab7bze] BRI <ejuE>o] £AYH GAIS ol wste] & @A, Aolamo] ‘E

o] Ao “FoAIEL AAZ AEjmo|y, 7H=o|1l, O]8ALL, BAFAoJoF (They were our PAs,

“ZAglol AR A

un
rlo

our directors, our hair and make up) S§Q0, o] 7}Are] RTioA
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A o)A st Hr e A g LA7FE Ao’ (get your creative juices flowing and
originate something that has never have been done before, Moynihan) 3ict.
AR o g EHGH LojdA] glo] £33 o] "AXZE AEY Yy TA = "AoAL Abo]9]
23, 7tHe JiEE9 SA, 23ret AX|9] AL 7(in-jokes, cameos of characters to come,
recycled phrases and devices)o] Trsty “Ojg] # =& A7], 273, A”HE 9" (setpieces,
visual gags, stunt doubles) 5 Z% EA2|7F & A} ¢lo] E&ot0(Stewart), ol A= T Ao Of
st =2t Ara SHaAstE wZAQl A2 ¥FAl"(a surprisingly humorous, no-frills approach
to theatre performance)& A|&3sttHRuiz). & HO=Z 7HA|gtE]= DIY 7149 ol2|gh "FAIglo]
At oAl e 2o Y9 A4A O FEL AXo® Te2ju g or WO At
EE MoJamo] Altje] 'Rl 2o’ (bare stage) S ©3
&3 55 7Y AAll sl W Aol ofge2 &
gsliof st & 5 A 3 AAA 2sidat
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<The Show Must Go Online>°] & ¥ Wd ‘AIZENX" 9 o]719] Az wialo|ct, o]
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o2 do

CHOHAI D). o] B¢, w82 HE=R
K| oE](the Royal National Theatre)
Ak A2 SFEE AL O &A oA
F 3 WM Ry RAY 3U A JHS PR HYYPOU, A WA AP dSf 2oc
(Andrew Lloyd Webber)9] TEAF <X|XMA Fe}o]|AE Ao AER>(Jesus Christ Superstar), <2t
9] 93>(The Phantom of the Opera), <7J=>(Cats) =& A H I} Feldman).39)

%, dutt 3dE2 duole B sAoIXT AF ufA|eE 22tlo] oJEst= PHoltt. o]
e 22}, <The Show Must Go Online> A|ejAujo] & G5’ m2AELE ofxHE "Fol2ts 7Hd
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22, 2210 AEQY ¥ FZRIX'2A Noimo] & & Foo| 2o A= Fa3dt AAEE
913 Aol 24 ZAAOA G o] 2ojx]= Zo| ofel= Folrt. ofx] WAL FHAt Mol EAo] FhA
A2ls wAste ‘o 190 ot @22 WS aulst] S5t medE AR 2HE ofds
H AR & Yol AR 95 ol A ool sheto] 2asa, 2 Aol mE A
Eob o] BT BAS & SuolA TV B FAl0] B 4 It £ AIS NG AUt
o]-SofA| Ei%i | A3 (uniquely well suited to first-timers, Stewart)stil, “A|]AmojE o]ty
MZI5H= o] EoA ar7hS ZFX"(can be a relief for those who find Shakespeare difficult,

= 374 4~ 9lt}. of22 <The Show Must Go Online> T 2AE L= AlX|9] 0]
U A olg=® o] A2 T APoA  AQ)E (excluded from the traditional
theatre-going experience) o] 59 A AHE FHEHTichenor)= AoAx EEHsE ouj7t Qict.
‘MAE AT ZgH(inclusion of underrepresented group)olgts= T2 A EO] A=l JX|= H|H Hj
o Piuwer ohje} 77 Fojol wHAoR SAEE Zolct.

oAl $iZe Bl gal B 3 BEe WS Wast glck ¢ SelobgEste) BAY g
AX™E olAl "Fgo] oA e 4 lO0(the theatre can come to us), ZIt47F "7Ao] A}
Ao} Wheg EE 4 ol HHOE% g

fe

H

He "L 58 4 9t-"(even though we can tweet
our reactions, the actors can't see or hear us, Wright) 7]&9] ‘22lQl o3 I
Aroh o] o2 Y S Fuyke A

=
D FR=22ZA & 3= FHAAN= 2& % d AEo] 7t
55Itt. <The Show Must Go Online> Z=2AE = AR A2 &7], H|t|¥ FEFo| LAAIE= MO
9] ehollA AlZRE 4o Lo glo] Bhd 4 Qe AEE/REET ZA A& 9 FAR-BA AFO]

Mze tiehs AAIRH
. Y7t

<The Show Must Go Online> Z2AEO] AA|7F 2a}0] AEZW & Y= FAHL 7|9
A0l F& &35 olojrke "AU= &% A+ (a fun, sociable way) 7Hs/dE, A= A
St Z710 2 M"(something that’s live, that's raw) = A|J-S AASHCHStewart). H15 o A
S H Xl ‘AMgano] & FAol= MR 7Fs/dol =43t o]F ‘MelAmo] gho] 2]
mS2(Leslie Fiedler)o] &g WaH A3t E20& "ZBAE Holdy, & £09A (cross the
border, close the gap) M2% A=34 AF YA DAMst=, 1 2yt ‘Rred AZ A 7ig, &
8, tAUEe] Aze AFe o A2ito] ojgE= s]oid Holck ofge o ZeMEL RAE-T
2ite Fujste Al2ole REs] uEel S sAstn glon], oA HolAq oS UAA Lo 2
AR obd Cshtel gz, se A}
D2 AQ 4T % BA AR T,
2% oi4E o]$ <The Show Must Go Online> ZRZMEL F&= Fo A|7HS A 5t5}o
0 22Y 29 7TA(F= ZI&ADo A AA #AZA fRE ASASIH. 20209 1249 189 A
AlES Rl & Z2AE= 20209 129 1998 H o]t =A{(lan Doescher)9] Tda]d Aol Am o9
Fe|AntA FNEa(William Shakespeare’s A Christmas Carol) & 3522 F WAl Al&EE A|ASH
o A AIEY £ A A 28] o] &= HAZACcR AR, A AlF] A etet oA
12 <The Show Must Go Online>0] ‘m2AE’ 2% HojA Kﬂiﬁ A=HolAH DAz
U QlEE, golB AEY F Fdo] AT AY =R QFASh Qlgof digt AsfoR
sfA=It AR, 2219 ARl <H]A]>(The Badder)= <The Show Must Go Online>g ‘=
= (company)oi Alst= otm, “giglo] ot o =¥l (Hamlet's infamous soliloquy)2 “S-EH 2}t
o]
1

v o rﬁ

o2
rl

g2 9X]A ¥Hd(translate well live on You Tube)dto 24 “Zolol& L7t & 4 Q= A
"(the concept that anything can be your stage)g 2z}¢l Z21&E0o] AZAoZ QM| ZITH L F
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71tk (Arief). o]g Z2AE= AMolamlof A AVIE9] oz HHES SRS 20219 94
84 ANolAamoje} & Z X (John Fletcher)?] Z5Ar F= Y& XA 4 (The Two Noble Kinsmen) i
doz T WA A]ES uhich <The Show Must Go Online> LgAE A|2] AL th40] HAMS B3
We9) 2y =55 A =¥a Hubs T glon, AARE 2EY & 5 Al=s S T
712F & “RIAst gtolB A2 AIst= S ASH Wi (the only way of experiencing genuinely
live theatre)o]2} AFAtdE QITHOmaweng).

20239 &, Wo|YojA dHyozo] AV|oA mAE-F 2Lt EtROS UAFo] oF B
o2 /9ton] YA} ufRrd FH|E st A2, ‘M|AdAn]o] 9 %'(Shakespeare in Zoom)o|2h=
=719 F4 2 FEIF ARoA Aste whdwt 252 YT At A oJulE gAle w4

O X rR Ao

dojct. opxjEte 2 <kojE 2]F2]>(Theatre Weekly)eto] QIE|ROJA ZHE 0tUAZE F31 HA|
+ ABZslE A4XE sty o F7isto}. 27F Eebk, 2= 4, HeulA, dA =, e s 5

gst A= oA &oliA ghonf, 'E2 "of7]o] st o F7HE &5Y ¥(just one more to add
to the pile, Stewart)o]t}. o] %, AFA Az AAS I Feyo PHoF Ksh= oHs] A

A Folct.

A
2>

A=A

doid, MRAZE EuiAd: Medlaed, A SRA2 108 371, "a8w2sy (2021, 02. 09).
SE. AT RADE QB 59 HAE ol AL, (2019, 07, 08)

sReh xpbAe) ARAA <deiuesel Moo Al A3A 450 Ruw TAASS AR, 79
(2022): 59-81.

s | <12 mbE]>, A2 A|C) o835t Aok A%, fgdajot; (2020. 12. 03).

N, T5d A 94 22Ad 82 AFE + A7h, THRAE, 2002 (2020. 5).

“A Killer Party: A Murder Mystery Musical Streaming Now.” Broadway Direct, 6 Aug 2020.
Arief, Elijah. “The Show Must Go Online” A Review of Digital Hamlet.” The Badger, 21 Spet
2020.

Feldman, Adam. “The Shows Must Go On! Watch hit shows streaming free on YouTube.”
Time Out, 5 Nov 2020.

Fiedler, Leslie. Cross the Border — Close the Gap. New York: Stein & Day, 1972.

Lewis, John. “The Tempest in front rooms everywhere.” Newbury Today, 14 Apr 2020.
Moynihan, Caitlin. “How Jackie Burns Filmed the New Virtual Musical A Killer Party from
Her Childhood Bedroom.” Broadway Buzz, 6 Aug 2020.

Myles, Robert. “Our Story.” The Shows Must Go Online.

Omaweng, Chris. “Titus Andronicus: The Show Must Go Online Review.” London Theare
One, 22 April 2020.

Ruiz, Marco. “The Show Must Go Online continues with Shakespeare’s Game of Thrones
style saga, Henry VI.” Secret London, 31 March 2020.

Shulman, Michael. “A Killer Party,” The New Yorker, 31 Aug 2020, p. 7.

Stewart, Greg. “Interview: Robe Myles on the Show Myst Go Online.” Theatre Weekly, 15
April 2020.

Tichenor, Austin. “In the brave saures: The Show Must Go Online.” Folger Shakespeare
Library. 29 September 2020.

Wright, Laura Jayne. “Shakespeare on Zoom: how a theatre group in isolation conjured up a
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E e folHe M8 (Raymond Carver, 1938-1988)0] WHEAM T tdu(Cathedral,
198301 ZsfK19] T AN TUIo] 5 91,4(2013)0] UERd Z4719] HARel €83 ZAEWHYZE A|O9]
Mz22 EAFO(expressionism) 7|5} A5} H’“O}Ur BARO = 20071 =2 5YS 3HCE
dojd o= #5522 w3, U=, 29, et ATo7HA] T2 7IA T dAe FA S 54
st 28 E Abxer 22 mdFo= 719 "47‘401 s Ao =gttt Aeo sty Ay
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II. '£2V'5 E3t ‘epiphany @EH 489 AZ1e

ol ZYEZAFA oo} ©Eo] A= U a3 A AlSol &5t o] glZ "ol oot
=2 AW ARRES BWch Ao | A ofdi= =89 2H E(Robert)of|7] ‘Hé HolF =
il Jmjo] QIAS Ag7HA] A&slgth ot 2 EZE &2 ofjef ARESHAL, AHAlO]
T Fold & es &3t et ofyiyt A= Afol, W
=l =7t T2 vietEA got. et ZEgA, ojFe|ol, 22
249 ’8% ﬁ%ol S5 %% D&5S Gotdy 49 QTQ} LH_I“ X2 HEH. 2HEE =
b afdE ASsIA == 2181 oA Aol =& disi o
i of. d2t od Ate|Z(Ala Eddin Sadeq)= ‘—T% AL W 7F Aol T4
ofelo] 3] MUAEES TrEolW BX|st EA}'(as an ignorant man who had formulated
pre-conceived notions about visually-impaired man, 159)2 BHAECTIT UstHA], 79 B&=7}
"RRRro g Qloll Hetslishs AME, 12fal ARAlY] AIAl Yo =& Ao tis A5 A32e] & Ao ¢l
= AFgo] Z17(His demeanor was that of a person who was comfortable in his ignorance,
and had never really thought about everything beyond his world, 159)o|2ta G-EQIC}.
AtEE9] siATE AMo] ZiEl= Uidl We] BXIF 52 1004 A 54 UH A
25 &0l oS FEint A& 2 EHEO YUt WA= Rt sERe opyet 4 e
& O E HebE gios 2HEA ZH WY Hdo] ERfdt. Ue 75 37|40 o
A 20 dgol "R gius ua? ojg@A A1 AX] of=727(Do you have any idea
what a cathedral is? What they look like, that it? 223). ®£3t, ‘W= ‘4 @& dofso]Q? =7t
gAloA] Addolgty S o, 1E50] B of7|2 st AKX LZA1LQ?7(Do you follow me? If
somebody says cathedral to you, do you have any notion what they're talking about? 224)
2fl 2=t ol2gh AES ok WY 9o ofo= gl THAYE Wol A2 AIZTGolAT 9]
A & 32 j‘“’*xl Aol J7u= g2t AMdS AR, 2HEOA 439 252 A
BolHA W sheg RIE 3t 499 =ol, HEY, Jto] 224" IHZ JPHAR BARSIY &
27 AEe ‘Ur—l ’E%‘O A W EE A A7 R4/t Ei"é% "ot Zoltt. of=d
o dger ‘mE'H Y9 oluR]le AMMA oY STA dedt @ wgE Soff einE
Zolet= Aoly, ol mAR9 7oA 7t = &ufolt}. "oFF EobQ (theyre very tall, 224),
‘6152 M E 50| (Toward the sky, 224) 2 HAWe fjade] 2&e 583 mAts|o: odu
Zolch. AT Wi RHEO URAL oA FAS dsl T & Ux aﬂu 7 228 (but it
looks like that’s the best I can do for you, 225)2t1 sttt W=
W S fgE sn2 g,

"r‘
rlo m

ml
J

r l

>l'D

o Alo] A Aottt AL, ko madel dAD S4By so] 118 A
SN2 ColslSAA} el Zak 2Rl GHe S WAL Ul TS B cela, was ¥
sl 274 S 2 o] Wolz Mwstel spAleh AmaEch o wete oidde] mae Al
jeEl nYEo] Efolo] WA AlztolA AZeiwen st 9= ‘B]AAA Y (abnormal) A2l
AR 2ol E, ol B&S Bal U7t 7HA jdYe] maw sfEAoln TAAQ Zo| okt
2HE0] @Fog Wi Folot Mg 7ol chyTe] 1de Jely] A&t el & 17} AR
of &g W A A&sHA 1AL T2kt Yt A e A4S o, vles dda 2L fYe
(epiphany)o] Qojudtt. &7t hAL-S ofefrix] BEY 7187 QIE “5 AR Atole] AlArRS o

st 0fj7]1”(a medium for interaction between two men, Middleton 335)& ZIX}7] AAl=ch e
'0] &2 “ZA goko]l AMX}(a box that looked like a house), “X]E"(roof), “M&E"(spires), “of
].

A A (windows with arches)& Tejuitth. 2HEE o] I8 XS Ailsty “TGalo7] o]
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Blanche Duboi’s Social and Sexual Mobility in
A Streetcar Named Desire

Romana Vuletic(8+=22|CH)

[. Introduction

Born and raised in the South, Tennessee Williams mostly placed his play in the
decaying South, where traditional values are being eroded by modernization. Due to this,
the formerly rich Southern culture lost the war against time and can only be preserved in
myth. However, Williams' most famous characters are unable to adapt to these drastic
shifts, so they frequently represent Southern ideas that are progressively losing cultural
importance. Because of this, these characters fabricate stories about their life in an effort
to keep up the ideal version of themselves. Williams wrote the drama A Streetcar Named
Desire in 1947 and it is among the most highly regarded pieces of the 20th century. The
play centers around Blanche DuBois, a former Southern belle who leaves her
once-prosperous situation to move into a run-down apartment in New Orleans that her
younger sister and brother-in-law rented. Blanche is often seen as a symbol of the
decaying South, starting from her appearance, attitude, and situation. This could be also
interpreted as her ability to move from the old South to the modern era in New Orleans
albeit rather unsuccessfully. However, Blanche could be read as a symbol of two seemingly
opposing ideas. First, it will be discussed why many critics see Blanche in relation to the
South. Then, the paper will proceed to show the feminist reading of the play where
Blanche could be a representation of emerging female sexuality. This is connected to
Blanche’s sexual mobility in the play. When compared to her sister Stella that is the typical
desired model of a woman in the patriarchal society, Blanche can represent the opposite
unwanted model that would become one of the major objectives of the second wave of
feminism and sexual freedom almost 30 years later. Therefore, this paper will aim to show
that Blanche is not only a remnant of the traditional values of the South but also a symbol
of modern female sexuality and freedom that opposes the ideal of American women in the
late 1940s.

[I. Blanche as the Remnant of the Old South

The protagonist Blanche DuBois was raised in Belle Reve, the family house outside
of Laurel, Mississippi that belongs to an old and affluent Southern family. With all the
wealth, black slaves, and attention from gentlemen, she and her younger sister Stella
enjoyed the best of a pampered and privileged upbringing. However, during their teens, the
wealthy plantation was reduced to ashes as a punishment for the questionable activities
and decisions that the family's male members engaged in, leaving just the home and about
twenty acres of land. Soon after, Blanche's parents, sister Margaret, and an elderly relative
Jesse all passed away shortly after her husband did, leaving psychological and physical

consequences. Over that time, Stella had moved out and was living with Polish immigrant
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Stanley Kowalski, only stopping by for funerals. Blanche quickly realized that the
inheritance was slipping from her grasp and that she had no way to get it back after
having to pawn it to pay for funeral and medical bills.

First of all, Blanche's alienation is a product of her personal and social
circumstances. The first description that introduces her as a character paints a picture of
a lonely lost woman inappropriately dressed for the occasion. George Toles suggests that
her entrance is a sign of “great emptiness” because she lost all the assets that supported
“her life in this alien realm” (71).

She is daintily dressed in a white suit with a fluffy bodice, necklace, earrings
of pearl, white gloves, and hat, looking as if she were arriving at a summer
tea or cocktail party in the garden district. (-*) Her delicate beauty must
avoid a strong light. There is something about her uncertain manner, as well
as her white clothes, that suggests a moth. (Streetcar, Web edition 3)

As suggested by this passage, judging by her outer appearance, Blanche occupies
the position of an outsider who cannot fit in. However, her isolation comes not only from
her clothes but from social circumstances and her past experiences. A Streetcar Named
Desire presents the conflict between the old traditional values of the South and the newly
emerged American materialism. As Hern and Hooper describe it as “an old-world
graciousness and beauty running decoratively to seed versus the thrusting, rough-edged,
physically aggressive materialism of the new world” (Streetcar, Hern and Hooper edition
24). It could be said that Blanche is a true manifestation of this decaying beauty hopelessly
looking for a way to find a place in modern society. She is desperately clinging to the
ideal of a Southern woman that now belongs to the almost mythical past. The remains
from the once rich and thriving South can be found in one decaying house and in a land
that has been sold out slowly to cover the expense of funerals.

All of those deaths! The long parade to the graveyard! Father, mother!
Margaret, that dreadful way! (--©) How in hell do you think all that sickness
and dying was paid for? Death is expensive, Miss Stellal And old Cousin
Jessie's right after Margaret's, hers! Why, the Grim Reaper had put up his
tent on our doorstep! (...) Belle Reve was his headquarters! Honey—that's how
it slipped through my fingers! Which of them left us a fortune? Which of
them left a cent of insurance even? Only poor Jessie—one hundred to pay for
her coffin. (Streetcar, Web edition 19)

A seemingly unending streak of deaths has taken its toll not only on Dubois’s financial
situation but on Blanche’'s sense of loneliness and belonging. Being constantly surrounded
by death and loss only further solidifies her isolation. As a response, Blanche turns to
desire because it could be seen as the opposite of death according to Hern and Hooper.
However, Blanche is not alone in this world since she has a younger sister, but the
existence of a living close relative does not have a desirable effect on Blanche's situation.
[t could be said that her sister Stella abandoned her judging by Blanche's words, “Where
were you! In bed with your - Polack!” (Streetcar, Web edition 19), or at least Stella was
not present when the situation required. She left Blanche to take care of family
circumstances while she was busy making a new life in New Orleans.

Another reason why Blanche is read as the symbol of the old South as opposed to
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Stella would be her social mobility. Unlike her sister, Stella left their old house and the
South when she married Stanley Kowalski. This could be read as her being assimilated into
the modern American culture without the ability to go back to the South. Just on the
contrary, Blanche appears to be able to move back and forth between the old South and
the modern New Orleans but not without repercussion. The physical mobility mirrors her
mental stability as well since Blanche also goes back and forth between sanity and
madness. In addition, she clashes with Stanley since they are both representations of
opposing worlds. Van Duyvenbode connects the clash of cultures to the racial segregation
and sentiments of the old South. As the author suggests, there is “the deep significance of
miscegenation in the South’s psychosocial history and the fetishization of blood” (134)
hence Blanche’s distaste of Stanley since he is of Polish descent and has much darker skin
than her. Furthermore, Blanche’s French ancestry has a “mythical association with the old
colonial South” (136). Even her white clothes remind Stanley of his inferior position in
society since he is “the dark other” (136). Harold Bloom also calls Blanche’s representation
of the South “noble but it is now humiliated” hence she is “nostalgia and hope,” and “the
desperate exceptional woman”~ (3), while Michael Paller sees her as “the faded, shattered
daughter of the South” (148).

I[II. Blanche as the Representative of Modern Sexuality

Before taking a look at how Blanche could represent modern sexuality, it is
important to understand the historical and political context. The “Golden Age of American
Capitalism” (Litonjua 61) began in the years 1945 to 1960, when the gross national product
more than quadrupled. This growth was mostly the result of government spending: The
building of schools and interstate roads, the disbursement of veterans' benefits, and most
importantly, the rise in military expenditure on equipment like computers and new
technology like airplanes, all contributed to the decade's economic expansion. There were
low levels of unemployment and inflation, and salaries were high. Because the variety and
accessibility of consumer products increased along with the economy, middle-class
individuals had more money to spend than before. Contrasting this picture of prosperity
was the fear of Communism, most commonly known under the term Red Scare. The Cold
War between the United States and the Soviet Union, which grew more intense in the late
1940s and early 1950s, gave rise to the Red Scare, which was panic about the alleged
threat presented by Communists in the United States. The Red Scare sparked a number of
measures that had a significant and long-lasting impact on the American government and
society. In addition to this, sex and sexuality were almost equally threatening to the
nation’s moral order as Communism. The situation began to change in the 1970s when the
second wave of feminism was in full force focusing on the sexual freedom of women.

The first wave of feminism started in 1848 at the Seneca Falls conference where
nearly 200 women gathered at an upstate New York church at that time to talk about the
social, civil, and religious position and rights of women. The first wave of feminists
campaigned tenaciously for the right to vote over a period of 70 years, marching,
lecturing, protesting, and being arrested, mocked, and subjected to violence to obtain the
right to vote, own property, and receive an education. The 19th Amendment, providing
women the right to vote, was enacted by Congress in 1920. In principle, it gave all women
the right to vote, but in reality, it was still impossible for women of color to vote,
especially in the South. The publication of Betty Friedan's The Feminine Mystique in 1963
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marks the start of the second wave of feminism where the author calls out the institutional
misogyny that taught women that their place was in the home hence, they can only
unhappy as housewives because they were either broken or perverted. The second notable
feminist theorist is Simone de Beauvoir, whose Second Sex was published in France in
1949 and in the US in 1953 where the author expressed how a woman “wants to be active,
a taker, and refuses the passivity man means to impose on her. The modern woman
accepts masculine values; she prides herself on thinking, taking action, working, creating
on the same terms as man’ (qtd. in Walters 98). The second wave of feminists would
continue by arguing that issues that appeared to be rather personal and trivial, such as
those involving sex, relationships, access to abortions, and domestic work, were actually
structural and political issues that were crucial to the struggle for women's equality.

Going back to the play, Blanche can be primarily read within the context of the
first wave of feminism. She is a highly educated woman working and earning in order to
support herself and what is left of the once-prosperous state. This is something that was
not encouraged in post-Second World War America. The general sentiment of the time can
be described in one sentence since it was a period “when woman may relax and stay in
her beloved Kkitchen, a loving wife to some man who is now fighting for his beloved
country” (Anderson 237). It is important to note that both men and women conformed to
strict gender standards and social expectations throughout the late 1940s and 1950s, which
is often considered a period of conformity. Women were thought to identify primarily as
mothers and wives and the stability of the family was a key component of a strong and
prosperous society. Because of this, it was widely accepted that a woman should take care
of her husband and children while staying at home. This could also be seen in the play
when comparing Blanche and Stella. The younger sister appears to follow the traditional
patriarchal roles imposed on her gender. As M. Judith Bennett points out, the married
women’s predicament is “a condition of public invisibility, especially in economic matters”
(89), which mirrors the situation with the married couple in the play. Stanley serves as a
prototype of toxic masculinity that Kirby Fenwick describes as “male dominance, emotional
repression and self-reliance” that results in aggression and superiority in men” (gtd. in
Casey 116). Stanley’s love of labor, fighting, and sex is evidence of his animalistic physical
energy. He frequently expresses his displeasure at being referred to as “Polack” and other
pejorative terms despite the fact that his family is from Poland. By insisting that he was
born in America, is an American, and can only be called “Polish” he tries to insert his
credibility and dominance, thus Blanche doesn’t fit into the new, diverse America that
Stanley represents since she is a relic from an old social structure.

However, Blanche makes Stanley feel inferior, not only because of her Southern
nobility but also due to her challenging his male-dominated household. As previously
mentioned, Blanche can fit into the description of a modern woman proposed by Simone
de Beauvoir since she is taking action, thinking, and working on the same (similar)
conditions as man. Therefore, Stanley has a problem with it since Blanche's presence
questions his superiority as a man. The best example of the power dynamics between
Stanley and Stella and Stanley and Blanche can be seen in the poker scene.

STELLA: How much longer is this game going to continue?

STANLEY: Till we get ready to quit.

BLANCHE: Poker is so fascinating. Could I Kkibitz?

STANLEY: You could not. Why don't you women go up and sit with Eunice?
STELLA: Because it is nearly two-thirty. [Blanche crosses into the bedroom
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and partially closes the portieres] Couldn't you call it quits after one more
hand? [A chair scrapes. Stanley gives a loud whack of his hand on her
thigh.]

STELLA [sharply]: That's not fun, Stanley. [The men laugh. Stella goes into
the bedroom.]

STELLA: It makes me so mad when he does that in front of people.
(Streetcar, Web edition 44,45)

The room where men are playing poker can be read as a public space occupied and only
available to men. Stella as a traditional passive wife only asks about the end of their game
without crossing the boundaries “between private and public” (Minow 127) or in other
words, the male and female sphere. In addition, when seemingly coming close to the public
male-dominated space, Stanley asserts his dominance by inappropriately touching Stella
and laughing about his wife’s discomfort. Gerard Casey connects ‘rape culture, sexual
assault, sexual harassment, domestic violence, and generalised misogyny  (12) to toxic
masculinity, all the terms that the third wave of feminism would deal with. Stella only
voices her discomfort in the private with her sister suggesting her inferior position in their
relationship. However, Blanche acts completely differently, asking to join in suggesting her
ability to move between male versus female space, public versus private. Stanley promptly
rejects her in an attempt to keep the boundaries intact. Even though Stella is positioned
between Blanche and Stanley throughout the duration of the performance, she chooses her
husband who represents her present and future, as the play's finale suggests, while
Blanche, with whom she shares a history and wupbringing, represents her past.
Furthermore, Stella seems to be demonstrating her practical side, which led her to leave
the bankrupt Belle Reve life years ago and now reminds her that she has a child to raise.
Therefore, by having Blanche committed to a mental hospital and selecting Stanley, Stella
completely embraces her role as a mother and wife. In addition, Stella and Eunice's
conversation on the rape is rather unclear, since Stella says, ‘I couldn’t believe it and go
on living with Stanley.” while Eunice replies, “Don’t ever believe it. Life has got to go on.
No matter what happens, you've got to keep on going” (Streetcar, Web edition 144). It is
possible to debate whether Stella believes her sister or Stanley about the rape, but she is
choosing her personal safety over the truth because of her position as a woman in the
late 1940s.

As suggested, it can be accepted that Blanche is a good example of the first wave
of feminism due to her financial independence, education, and work experience. However,
she could also be read as a predecessor to the second wave of feminism that was
concerned with sexual freedom. First of all, Blanche fell in love and subsequently married
a young boy in her youth. She was madly in love, so far as worshipping the ground, Alan
walked on. However, Alan was homosexual and due to an unfortunate turn of events, he
took his life. Love that Blanche lost so young pushes her into the vicious circle of
“nymphomania, phantasmagoric hopes, pseudo-imaginative collages of memory and desire”
(Bloom 4). She needs a way to fill the void that makes her feel constantly lonely, hence
she engages in meaningless sexual relationships. This ultimately forces her to quit her job
since she had an affair with her seventeen-year-old student. However, this does not stop
her from seeking meaningless flirtations with men and boys around her.

Now run along, now, quickly! It would be nice to keep you, but I've got to be
good--and keep my hands off children. (89)
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It is interesting to note that Blanche is highly aware of this fact. She does not shy
away from these intimacies, just the opposite, she needs them to “fill my empty heart with”
as she puts it. Gulshan Rai Kataria first describes Blanche as “a negative hetaira woman”
(23) or a woman that likes giving and receiving love, but it may not always be with the
person to whom she feels an emotional pull. In addition, considering these circumstances,
as Signi Falk maintains, she becomes “a sentimental prostitute” (qtd. in Kataria 25).
However, she could be far more than the term proposed by Signi Falk. Blanche is a highly
educated woman, which was not common during this period working and providing for
herself until the incident with her student. Even though she is always walking a fine line
between sanity and madness, she is aware of her beauty and power over men. This could
be seen in the way she interacts with men, especially Mitch. Since she is aware of her
fading beauty, she only comes out during the night and avoids direct light. This is often
prescribed to her moth-like appearance, but it could be read as Blanche knowing how to
represent herself in order to achieve her goal, in this case, seducing Mitch. Furthermore,
she seduces men in order to fulfil her needs, not male needs. This certainly can be
interpreted as sexual freedom. The term "sexual revolution" is widely used to describe how
society is changing with regard to sexual attitudes, beliefs, and behavior. Sexual behavior
has traditionally been defined using the nuclear family as a normative focal point of
reference. The terms “premarital, marital, extramarital, and occasionally postmarital” are
constantly used to describe sexual conduct. Practically all descriptions of sexual behavior
as “conforming, normative, deviant, or changing” (Clavan 296) are predicated on social
expectations that men and women will play their respective roles in nuclear families or in
the anticipation of the establishment of such a family. Being a single woman without a
family or the possibility to marry, Blanche defies the expectations imposed on her sex.
Moreover, she freely engages in sexual relationships and uses men to satisfy her needs.
Women's accomplishments in the legal, economic, and other realms of society have
frequently been linked to women's rights with their increased level of sexual freedom. In
this regard, it is easy to see why Blanche has more sexual freedom than her sister since
she was financially independent and has a higher education than her sister. Unlike
Blanche, Stella accepts her submissive position in the patriarchal society as she puts up
with her husband’s sexism, violence, and mood swings. Blanche on the other hand keeps
reminding Stella that is acceptable to live out her sexual fantasies with a crude man like
Stanley but not to marry him.

[V. Significance of Contemporary Feminists Politics

Emma Goldman, significant anarchist activist for feminist politics of the time,
believed that genuine sexual freedom was incompatible with the capitalist system. The
bankrupt institution of marriage was established by capitalism, and women are forced into
repetitive reproduction for the sake of it. With this arrangement, women are bound to
males and their labor is exploited both by not paying them for it and by claiming the
offspring of that sexual labor. It is possible to say that marriage and the persistent nature
of reproductive sexual labor keep women bound to specific men while simultaneously
maintaining their class subordination to males. They lack personal property, lack control
over their labor, and get no compensation for the physically taxing task they perform.
Applying this to the play, Stella has no sexual or any type of freedom. She is bound to
her husband, going as far as to stay with him after he hit her when she was pregnant and
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after sexually assaulting her sister. In the case of Blanche, she can establish “herself as a
personality and not as a sex commodity” (Hemmings 133) because she rejects her job as a
sexual laborer, as a submissive sexual role, and instead claims her sexual freedom.

However, Blanche’s radical approach to sex and sexuality is not accepted by the
patriarchy. Stanley can be described as a true traditional representative of a patriarchal
system since as Kalvin Bedient puts it, “this is veritably the story of patriarchy” (37). As
Blanche poses a threat to his masculinity and dominance, Stanley resorts to rape, which is
a cruel act usually committed out of the need to demonstrate power with “the idea to
humiliate, demean, or degrade the wife” (Koprince 56) or in this case a wife's sister.
Arthur Ganz reads the ending as Blanche being punished for her act of rejection, which
Williams considers to be a sin. The play’s action doesn't really take place on stage; rather,
it is merely alluded to because Williams starts it at a late point in his narrative. Blanche
tells Mitch about the day she found out that her beloved young spouse was a homosexual
and the effects of her disgust and repulsion, without understanding that she is explaining
the crime that convicts her. However, rather than being punished because of her mistake
in her younger days, she is punished because she goes against the norm of the late 1940s.
The attitudes and expectations have to do with the sexual double standard or differing
social norms for each sex. The double standard has often meant that premarital expression
is acceptable for men but not for women. A woman having sexual freedom poses a threat
to the patriarchy and the idea of a nuclear family. In this case, Stanley resorts to rape in
order to first asserts his dominance and then punish Blanche for challenging the norm.
Even though Blanche freely engages in a sexual relationship, one without her consent
pushes her completely into madness since it takes away the body autonomy she previously
had.

V. Conclusion

In conclusion, the play features death, mental and physical illnesses, which further
contribute to the decaying state of the South. Therefore, Blanche surrounded by all of
them cannot function correctly without the old South now only existing as an unreachable
myth, thus she isolates herself using different means. However, unlike Stella, Blanche
seems to be able to move back and forth between the South and New Orleans, or the old
world versus the modern one. Stella either cannot do the same or does not want to,
considering her marriage to a representative of a heterogeneous society. In addition to
this, because of her promiscuity, Blanche is defying the social norms for women. Having
sexual freedom was not acceptable during the late 1940s, post-World War II, hence Blanche
has to be punished for her choices. Even though it is easy to conclude that Blanche only
depends on the kindness of strangers, she is capable enough to support herself and try to
fight for her estate which was in debt due to epic fornications of her male ancestors.
Therefore, despite the fact she represents Southern belles and the old South, Blanche can
be also a predecessor of the second wave of feminism. As Simone de Beauvoir says “too
many women cling to the privileges of femininity; while too many men are comfortable with
the limitations it imposes on women. Today, women are torn between the past and a
possible, but difficult and as yet unexplored, future” (gtd. in Walters 99). The today that
Simone de Beauvoir is referring to is also set in the late 1940s, possibly 1949 when the
book was first released which is close to the play set in 1947. It could be said that Stella
clings to the privileges of femininity meaning she will be financially secure as long as she

- 118 -



stays with Stanley while her husband seems to enjoy all the benefits he has as a man and
the limitations imposed on his wife. On the other hand, Blanche is torn between the past
(the old glory of the South and her status as the Southern lady) and the future (the
second wave of feminism) where she will not be punished because of sexual freedom and
expression.
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When the hero or the villain of the drama, the man who was seen a few
minutes earlier possessed by moral rage, magnified into a sort of
metaphysical sign, leaves the wrestling hall, impassive, anonymous, carrying a
small suitcase and arm-in-arm with his wife, no one can doubt that wrestling
holds that power of transmutation which is common to the Spectacle and to
Religious Worship. (23)
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ALISON: The game we play: bears and squirrels, squirrels and bears.

Helena looks rather blank.

HELENA: I dind’t realise he was a bit fey, as well as everything else!

AILISON: Oh, there’s nothing fey about Jimmy. It's just all we seem to have

left. Or had left. Even bears and squirrels seem to have gone their own ways

now. ... It was the one way of escaping from everything — a sort of unholy

priest-hole of being animals to one another. ... They were all love, and no

brains. (47)
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